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D:#- "IF I AM ELECTED TO THE HIGE 
OFFICE FOR WHICH YOUR PARTIALITY 
HAS NOMINATED ME, I WILL ENDEAVOR 
rO ADMINISTER THE GOVERNMENT AC- 
CORDING TO THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE 
CONSTITUTION, AS IT WAS UNDERSTOOD 
BY THE GREAT MEN WHO FRAMED AND 
ADOPTED IT, AND IN SUCH A WAY AS TO 
PRESERVE BOTH LIBERTY AND UNION.»»— 
John C. Fremont. 
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THE REPTTBLICAJSr PIATEOEM, 



ADOPTET^ BT TiTB PHILADELPHIA OOMVENTION^ JUIffl 
17tKt 1856. A GOOD DAT Jf&R TBH ADo;W10M OF 

This Cocvcntion of Delegates, ass enabled in 
pursuance of a call to the people of the United 
Statca, without regard to pa^t political differencefl 
or diTisions, who are opposed to the repeal of tha 
Missofuri Compromise — to the policy of the prea* 
ent admin istration — to the extension of slavery 
into Jree territory ; in favor of the admission of 
KansAB as a free State ^ — of restoring the tiyCtiotx of 
the Federal Government to the principles of 
Washington and Jeficrson, and for the purpose of 
presenting candifktes for the offices of President 
and Vice-President, do — 

Resolve, Tliat the maintenance of the principle 
promulgated in the Declaration of Independence, 
and embodied m the Federal Constitution, are 
essential to the preservation of our Rcpnbliean 
liu^titutions, and that the Feder^ Coniftitution, the 
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r%Bt8 of the ostites, jand' the union of the States, 
. iQu^t ^nd ^sJ^all he preserved.. 
."-;, ." iRs^Ued^* Thai .wjtJi-our.Republican fathers, we 
hold it to be a self-evident truth that all men are 
endowed with the inalienable right of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, and that the primary 
object and ulterior design of our Federal Govern- 
ment is to grant these rights to all persons under 
its exclusive jurisdiction. That, as our Republican 
, Withers, when they had abolished slavery in all our 

\ national territory, ordained that no person shall be 

» deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law, it becomes our duty to maintain 
this provision of the Constitution (against aU at- 
tempts to violate it for the purpose of establishing 
I slavery in the territories of the United States,) by 

, positive legislation prohibiting its existence or 

extension therein. That we deny the authority 
of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, of any 
^ individual or association of individuals, to give 

legal existence to slavery in any territory of the 
= United States, while the present Constitution shall 

"" be maintained. 

Resolved, That the Constitution confers upon 

Congress sovereign power over the territories of 

^ the United States for their government, and that 

5 in the exercise of this power, it is both the right 
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and the imperative duty of Conrrresg to prohibit 
in the t^rri tones tliose twin relica of barbarisnij 
polygamy and slavery. 

Re&ohed^ That while the Constiiution of the 
United States ivas ordained and established by the 
people *^ in Older to form a more perfect union^ 
estabLiah ji;&tice, insure domestic tranquil Mty^j pro- 
vide for the common deft: nee ^ promote the general 
welfare J anil syoure tlie V^lessingg of liberty/* and 
contains ample provisions for the protect] o^ of 
the life, liberty, and property of every citijsen, the 
dearest constitutional rights of the people of Kan- 
sas have been fraudently and violently taken from 
them. 

Their territory haa been iny<ided Ijy an armed 
force ; 

Spurious and pretended legislative, judicial, and 
executive officers have been set over them, by 
whose usurped authority, sustained by the mili- 
tary power of the government* tyrannical and 
unconstitutional laws have been eoaeted and eB" 
forced ; 

" The rijj^ht of the people to kccji and bair arms 
has been infringed j" ( ^ ) 

^^ Test oaths of ati extraordinary and entangling 
nature have been imposed as a condition of exer- 
daing the right of aufifrage and holding office ;*' ( ') 
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6 THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM. 

"The right of an accused person to a speedy anc 
public trial by an impartial jury has been denied ;"(* 

"The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against un- 
reasonable searches and seizures, has been vio- 
lated ;"(*) 

"They have been deprived of life, liberty, and 
property, without due process of law;" (*) 

«« The freedom of speech and of the press has been 
abridged ;"(«) 

The right to choose their representatives has 
been made of no effect ; 

Murders, robberies, and arsons have been insti- 
gated and encouraged, and the offenders have 
been allowed to go unpunished ; 

That all these things have been done with the 
knowledge, sanction, and procurement of the pres- 
ent national administration, and that for this high 
crime against the Constitution, the Union, and 
humanity we arraign that administration, the Pres- 
ident, his advisers, agents, supporters, apologists, 
and accessories, either before or after the fact, 
before the country and before the world ; and that 
it is our fixed purpose to bring the actual perpe- 
trators of these atrocious outrages, and their ac- 
complices, to a sure and condign punishment here- 
after. 
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Resolved f That Kansas ehould be immediately 
admitted tin a State of this Union, with lier pres- 
ent free Coiistkutloiij aa at onco the most eflfectual 
way of secTinng to her citizens the enjoyment of 
the rights and privileges to whiuh tliey are enti- 
tle4l, and of ending the civil strife now raging id 
her ten'itoTy, 

Resoli^edf Thai the bi2:hwayman*s plea that 
mi^ht makes rightj emViodied in the Ostend Cir- 
cular, wftja in every respect unworthy of American 
diplomacy, and would bring shame and dishonor 
upon any government or people tliat gave it their 
sanction. 

Renolved^ That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, 
by the most £;eiitral practical roate^ is imperatively 
demanded by the interests of the whole country, 
and that the federal government ouglit to render 
Injmcdiate and sufficient aid in the construction, 
and as an auxiliary thereto, to the immediate con- 
struction of an emigrant road on the line of the 
railroad. 

Kenahed^ That appropriations by Congress for 
tbe improvement of rivers and harbors of a na- 
tional character required for thft accfimtnodation 
and security of an existing commerce^ are author- 
ized hy the Constitution, and justi(je<l by the obli* 
gations of government to protect the lives aJid 
property of its citizens. 
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8 THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM. 

Resolved, That we invite the affiliation and co- 
operation of men of all parties, however differing 
from us in other respects, in support of the prin- 
ciples herein declared, and believing that the 
spirit of our institutions, as well as the Constitu- 
tion of our country, guarantees liberty of con- 
science and equality of rights among citizens, we 
oppose all legislation impairing their security. 

(1) See Constitution, Amendments, Article IT. 
(a) See Constitution, Article VI., § 3. 
(3) See Constitution, Amendments, Article VI. 
(*) See Constitution, Amendments, Article IV. 
(S) See Constitution, Amendments, Article V. 
(0) See Constitution, Amendments, Article L 
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JOHN CHASLES FSEMONT, 

THKl^ El^PUBLTOAX CANTilDATK FOR FRE311>Eirr 

OF THE UKITED STATES. 



The fbllowtn^ sftetcli of tb# life of ihia distinguiiilied mau^ 
who will be, if he liv^j;, tlic no^t Pnosldeut of tli« U til ted Staged, 
we takfl from the New York Tribune^ 

JoHK C. FrkmonTj whom the People's Con- 
vention at Phjiadeljjhia have selei^ted to head the 
grand expiloring expedition in search of the lost 
aad ahnast forgotten landmarks of the Conetitu- 
tion, is still a young man. His father, who died 
when ho waa a child, was a Frenchman^ his mother 
a Virginian, He was born at Savannah on the 
21st of January J 1813, and educated at Charleston, 
South Carolina, where his mother, left a widow 
with three children, had taken up her residence. 
The circumstances of the family were exceedingly 
narrow, and the childhood of Fremont was suis 
romided by privations and difficulties which with 

(9) 
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10 JOHN CHARLES FREMONT. 

a powerful nature like his, naturally tended to d.^ 
velop the heroic elements of his character. 

At Charleston, Fremont enjoyed the instruc- 
tions of Dr. John Robertson, who, in the preface 
to a translation of Zenophon*s Retreat of the Ten 
Thousand, which he published in 1850, records 
with pride the remarkable proficiency of his pupil. 
In 1828 he entered the junior class of Charleston 
College. Aifter leaving which he employed him- 
self for some time as a teacher of mathematics. 
In 1833 he obtained that post on board the sloop- 
of-war Natchez, which had been sent to Charleston 
to put down the, nullifiers (a purpose similar to 
that for which he is now nominated for President), 
and on board of her he made a cruise of two 
years and a half. On his return he adopted the 
profession of a surveyor and railroad engineer, 
and was employed in that capacity under Captain 
Williams of the Topographical Engineers in the 
survey of a route from Charleston to Cincinnati. 
When this survey was suspended, he accompanied 
Captain Williams in a reconnoissance of the coun- 
try then occupied by the Cherokees, after which he 
joined M. Nicolet, a distinguished French savan in 
the employ of the United States, in an explonng 
expedition over the north-western prairies. He 
was employed in this survey, in which he acted as 
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piincipal asaistiint, durmg the yeara 1838 and 1839, 
and while absent upon it was appointed a Second 
Lientetiant in the Corps of Topograph u.al Engi- 
neers. AVliIle reducing the mate rial a of this sui^ 
vejr, and prcparinjj maps and a report, he resided 
for some time at Washington, where be formed 
the acquaintaof^e of the family of Mr. Ben ton, re- 
s^ulting in his marriage, in 1841, to one of Mr 
Benton'a danghters. 

Shortly after, in May, 1S42, he started on the 
first of hi a three great exploring expeditions. This 
expedition, which occupied about five months, re- 
sulted in the escploratiou of tlie famous^ South Pass 
across tlie Roeky Slountains, and in the asc^cnt by 
Freinout and four of his men of the Wind River 
Poak, the highest summit of the Roeky Mountain 
chain. The report of this exploration attracted 
great attention, both at home and abroad , as well 
for its unpretending modesty as for the impor- 
tance of the information contained in it- This 
report was scarcely published when its author 
latartecl on a second expedition designed to con- 
nect the discoveries of the first one with the sur* 
veys to be made by Commodore Wilkes of the 
Exploring Expedition on the Pacific coast, and 
thus to embraee a connet^ted survey of the almost 
unknown re^ons on both side^ of the Jiocky 
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MountainiJ. Thepiirty,mcliidi[itrth irty-i ;i n e pei^ 
sons J started fVom tlie yillage of' Kansas on the 
39 th of May, 1843^ and were employed in the ex- 
ploration till Aiij^ust of the next year. It was this 
exploration that iifi^t Aim is bed any aecmrcitt* in- 
fbrmation as to the Great Salt L^ke, the p:reat 
interior basin of Utali^ and the maunuiin ran^^ of 
the Sierra Nevada, and first brought to light, as it 
were, the region now fOTJstitriting the Territory 
o£ Utah and the State of California. 

After preparing tht:^ report of thi^ expedition in 
the spring of 1845, Fremont, now a captain, set 
out on a third expedition designed to make a more 
particular survey of the regions which he had pre- 
viously visited. It was while engaged in this ex- 
pedition, and before he had received any intima- 
tion of the commencement of the war with Mexico, 
that, after having himself been once ordered off 
by the authorities, he was induced by the entrea- 
ties of the American settlers in the valley of the Sa- 
cramento, whom the Mexicans threatened to drive 
out of the country, to put himself at their head. 
Thus led, they defeated the Mexicans. Fremont 
put himself into comimunication with the naval 
commanders on the coast, and soon in conjunction 
with Commodore Stockton, obtained complete po8» 
session of Califomia, of which, on the 24tb of Au- 
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guiitj he W(is appointed by SioL'ktan, iVIilitarj Com- 
mander. Tlie fightings Loweviir, waa not jet over. 
The Californians rose lu insurrei-tion ; but the 
arrival of Gisneral Ktiarney with hi a (li-jrroons 
from Kow Mexjco^ enabled the Ameritaiis, after 
some bard-tbiigbt battltiij, to mainttiin tbemaelvca 
m possession. I*ending these operation:*^ a com- 
mission arrived tor Frt^montas Lieu tenant- Colonel 
— a promotion whieh neither be nor his friends 
had solicited, but whicb he gladly reeeived as a 
ratifiiiation on the part of the government of his 
mterventlon, on liis own responsibility, in the af- 
fairii of Califor'nia. 

From the moment of Keaniuy*;* amval a dis- 
pute bad sprung up between bini and Commodore 
Stockton as to the cbief command. Kearney apught 
to throw upon Fremont the responsibility of de- 
ciding between their respeetivo claims. This he 
declined T professing his leadiuess, if they would 
agree between themselves^ to obey either ; bnt de- 
claring his intention, till that point was settled^ to 
continue to obey the conmiainler under whom hb 
had (irat placed himself, and by whom the war hadi 
been eont5 acted. Kearney wa^s greatly disaati** 
^ed at this, but dtssembled his resentment till they 
both reached Fort Leavenworth on their return 
liomej.when he arrested Fremont for disobedi- 
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14 JOHN CHARLES FREMONT. 

ence of orders and brought him to trial before a 
court-martial. 

As this court held that Kearney was the right- 
ful commander, they found Fremont guilty of the 
charges, and sentenced him to be dismissed from 
the service. Mr. Polk, then President, signed the 
sentence as being technically right, but at the 
same time offered Fremont a new commission of 
the same grade as that of which he had been 
deprived. This Fremont refused, and returned a 
S simple citizen to private life. Thus, discharged 

from the service of the government, he undertook 
a fourth exploring expedition of his own, with a 
view to discover a passage across the Rocky Moun- 
tains southerly of the South Pass, near the head 
of the Arkansas, which might serve the purpose 
of a railroad communication with California. He 
started from Pueblo, on the Upper Arkansas, with 
thirty-three men and a hundred and thirty-three 
mules ; but, misled by his guides, all his mules and 
a third of his men perished in the snows and cold 
of the Sierra San Juan, and he himself arrived on 
foot at Santa F^ with the loss of every thing but 
his life. Not, however, to be baffled, he refitted 
the expedition, and in a hundred days, after fresh 
dangers, reached the banks of the Sacramento. 

In the rising State of California in which he 
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bad become one of tiie earliest Amorican proprie- 
tors bj the p4rchase during his former visit of tJie 
Biiiee famous Mariposa grantj Mr. Fi'eruont took a 
great intei-est. He was active in the fonnalion 
of the State eonstitution, aud In securing in that 
document a positive exdussion of Slavery, and waa 
choa<?Q one of the first Senators to repri^s^^nt the 
new State in Congress, A short term of tivo yeara 
feU to Im lot J and, owing to the dylay in the ad- 
mission of the ^tate, he sat in the Senate only 
one sliort session. On tlie e^x pi ration of liis term 
the poll tie al eontrol of the State ha<3 passed into 
new hands, of whioh a striking proof wiis given in 
the choiee of John B. Wei lor, a deeitkd Pro- Sla- 
very man^ as his successor in the Senate* 

Mr. Fremont now devoted himself to develop- 
ing the resources of his Caliibrnia csJtateT which 
had been discoyered to he rich in gold i but, in 
addiuori to the loss of his coimnisttiou, as the only 
reward he had realized ibr his services in Califor- 
nia^ he now found himself greatly annoyed hj 
claims against him for supplies which, during hii 
campaign in Calitbrm'a, had been furnishec] to the 
United States on his private eredit During a 
visit to London he was arrested on one of these 
claims, and it was only after great delay that the 
Government of the United States was finally 
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16 JOHN CHARLES FREMONT. 

induced to relieve him from further anno^-ance 
by the payment of these debts. In maintaining 
his right to the Mariposa property, he was also 
obliged to encounter many annoyances on the 
part of the government which resisted his claim, 
h\it finally, by repeated decisions of the Suprenae 
Court of the United States, he trimnphed over all 
of them. 

Having exhibited a singular force of character 
and a distinguished ability in every undertaking 
to which he has applied himself, he has now been 
called by the loud voice of his fellow-citizens in 
ahnost all parts of the Union, to place himself at 
the head of a new, more difficult, but at the same 
time most glorious enterprise — that of rescuing 
the Government and the Union from the hands of 
a body of unprincipled politicians, who threaten to 
subject the country to the double misery of despot- 
ism and of anarchy. May he be as successful in 
this as in every thing else that he has undertaken ! 
And that he will be, who can doubt ? for surely 
every honest man in the country will hasten to aid 
him with his voice and his vote. 
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WILXIAM LEWIS DAYTOH, 

THE BEPCTBLECAN CANDIDATE FOB VIOK- 
PJtEBrDE?rT. 



William Lewis Dayton^ tlie Republican 
candidate for Vice- Preside lit, beloDgs to an old 
nevolutioiiury fHrnily of New Jersey, a State that 
hai? produced a lar<rf* ti umber of eminent men^ 
whose riaiiies are imperisliably reeoi^led on tbe 
pages of their coiintiy's history. Tlie Daytona 
weje among tl\e early settk^j-s of New Jereey, 
They ivere people of good standing in tbe eolo* 
nidi times, and in tlie Revolution becanie eonijpic- 
uouis tor their services iu the patriotic eau*e. Elias 
Dayton was a General of Brigade, II i^ 5=011, Jon- 
athan Dayton ) waa eonspicuous a^a a memtxir of 
the national legislature, and was elected speaker 
of the Hou^o of RepresentatiTfis* in 1705, Joel 

(Hi 
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Dajton, a farmer, and not a public man, readed 
at Baskenridge. His eldest son was William 
Lewis Dayton, who was born on the 1 7th of 
February, 1807. He was graduated at the Col- 
lege of New Jersey, in 1825. He made choice of 
the legal profession, but want of health prevented 
his being admitted to the bar until five years later, 
in 1830. He studied with Governor Vroom, one 
of the first lawyers of the country. In 1835, he 
was chosen a member of the Senate of New Jer- 
sey, though Monmouth county, in which he re- 
sided, was a strong Democratic place, and Mr. 
Dayton was a thorough-going Whig. We believe 
the county was never before or afterwards darned 
by the Whigs. It shows how popular he must 
have been to be able to cause his political oppo- 
nents so completely to " conquer their prejudices,** 
for iti those days the lines of division were strongly 
drawn between the Whigs and the Democrats. 
Appointed to the chairmanship of the Judiciary 
Committee, Mr. Dayton was instrumental in effect- 
ing valuable legal reforms, a fact that shows his 
superiority to professional influences, lawyers being 
generally conservative in all their ideas, and par- 
ticularly averse to changes in modes of legal pro- 
cedure. The next year he was made a justice of 
the Supreme Court of New Jersey, and, though 
2 
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he was but, twtjnty-niuo x^iirs oldt he early ol>- 
tained a. high ri^putation as a junst. No name 
stands higher than hi3 on the roll of thi* Judgii^ 
ot' New Jer:*cy* lie hehl the office three yeara, 
at the end of whi(*h time lie re turned to the bar, 
and soon be earn e its heiid, ft^ for some time before 
he had been one of its nio^t bnlliant ornamyntB. 

Mr. Diiyton^s oart^er as a nalioual statesman cona- 
menced in 1842, when he waa in his thirty-aixtli 
year. Samuel L. Soutliardi a man of the high eat 
talent and reputation, and who had done much tn 
elevate the cliarattter of New Jersey in the na- 
tional councils, tlieiJ that yfar. At thiy time of hia 
death he was a member of the Unite [1 S twites Sen- 
ate, in whit'h body he had served for many years. 
The le^iatiiture of New Jt>i'sey not being in se^ 
sion at thi? tinier a vacancy was thus eaused in that 
State's delegation ; it was filled by Exec utive a^ 
pointment, and Governor Pennington n turned 
Judge Dayton to (111 it. This appointment waa 
approved by the leirislaturet whioh (jhictt^d Mr^ 
Dayton to serve out the balanee of Sir, Southanra 
term. That term expiring In 18-15, he wiis re- 
elected for a full term of six years. He sej'ved ia 
the Senate from the 6 th of Jtily, 1612, to the Uh 
of Mar(.di, 18.'>L He soon beiMine Itnown to the 
natioQ as one of the ablest: members of the Senatei 
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which then commanded the highest respect of the 
people, a position which in these latter days it has 
done much to forfeit by its servility to executive 
power. He spoke on the various great questions 
that came before the Senate, and his speeches 
were remarkable for the evidences they contained 
of various, extensive, and well-digested attain- 
ments, their vigorous logic, and their strict per- 
tinence to the subjects under discussion. No sen- 
ator was more respected, or enjoyed a larger 
measure of public confidence and esteem. His 
retirement from the public service was a loss that 
was felt, the more so that the Senate was losing 
its high character through the withdrawal from it 
of many of its oldest and best members. We 
have understood that if President Taylor had 
lived, Senator Dayton was to have been appointed 
to one of the first diplomatic posts within his gift, 
and doubtless he would have filled the place with 
that usefulness which has marked all his official 
life. 

The nomination of Mr. Dayton is on all ac- 
counts an excellent one. His long experience in 
the Senate has made him familiar with the order 
of proceeding in that body, and qualified him to 
preside over its deliberations. His character is 
Mure, and commends him to the confidence of the 
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people. It was due to the Whigs, so many of 
-whom are engaged in the movement against the 
extension of slavery, that one of the nominees 
should be selected from among their old leaders, 
and in naming Mr. Dayton as the candidate for 
the Vice-Presidency, the Philadelphia Convention 
did no more than justice to a numerous and influ- 
ential portion of the opposition, whose hostility to 
the encroachments of slavery in past times is the 
best guaranty for their present sincerity and for 
their future labors being rightly directed. On the 
leading question of the day, that to settle which in 
favor of freedom has caused so many old political 
foes to forget past quarrels, and to unite in order 
the better to labor for their country's welfare, Mr. 
Dayton's views are every thing that could be de- 
sired. He is no sudden convert to the party of 
freedom, as the views of that party concerning the 
power of Congress to legislate with respect to sla- 
very in the territories were entertained by him 
years ago, and were boldly expressed long before 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise was thought 
of. " It does seem to me," he said, in his speech 
on the Treaty with Mexico, " that if there ever 
were any doubts on this question as to the power 
of Congress to legislate with respect to slavery in 
the territories, those doubts must be held settled 
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hj the p^i3t conduct of the govenimijnt." It is 
Tfell known that Prestdont Taylor intended to 
settle the ilispTites about slayery tlint be fbunti 
existing when he came hito power, m a manner 
which would have been very libenil to the North, 
atid at the same time have been strietly just to tbe 
Bouth* Ills death — tlie most isiinona Joss our 
country ever sustained in that wa}', as it opened 
up the political field to a gan^r of pobtjt^al aglta- 
tori5, who sought to mako " politieal t^apital " out 
of the shivery qneHtion — caused tb« tiuluiie of hid 
J>lans, and the triumph of tbe pro-sUvery interest 
under the lead of Northern flunkies. lilr. Dayton 
was one of tbe most intimate and influential advis- 
ers of President TayloTj in this n;attor, and 'was 
first among those who were relied upon to carry 
the projier measures through the Senate. The 
country would never have been cui^edT and in- 
sulted, and degraded in the eyes of tl^e worlds by 
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, had tli*j 
views of Mr, Dayton and his friends prevailed^ - — 
as would have been the case had Pi^csident Taylor 
lived* Such a man is well worthy of the votes of 
all who would have something done to ]>ut a stop 
to the usurpations of the slave power^ and who 
would have the high places of government filled 
with high-minded and able statesmen. The oppo- 
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mtion can enriy the coiintry if thev choose to do 
so. They have it in their p-owtir, through union ^ 
to strike down the revolutionists at Ayasbiiigtnni 
and to plat'e tlm government once more in the 
handfl of men who will adrmuiater it a^^conling to 
the terms of the Constitution. With such eandi- 
dateB as Fremont and Davtox they can unite 
with perfect propriety, those cantli[latc5 being the 
Tepresentatives of id&aa tliat arc entortaitied by 
three fourths of the voters of tlie country, and 
which th€rt;fort' onfrbt to prt^dotiiijiat<! irt and con- 
trol the councils of government. Union is tic- 
toiy always, but it is emphatically so in tbie elec- 
tiony on the part of the opposition. The \Gvy fact 
that the electoral system ciperatea most unequally 
against ha should cause ns to contend the more 
earnestly^ ^ that our jsneeess shall be the mor© 
striking, and more the resalt of our labors than of 
the favors of fortune. 
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New York, July 8, IS5^ 
GeniLsTfinn—^YaM cn-Il me to a high responsihiUty by 
pliwiTig me in the Tin of a great moTreraent of tlio peo- 
ple of the United State a^ who, witliout i-egurd to past 
diflferenccst, are uniting in a couiiiiou effort to bring 
back the action of theFedi?ral Govcrnmv^nt to tht; prin- 
ciples of WiLshington 4ind JtfHbrhon* Com prchfcnr ding 
thu magnitude of the trust which they have declared 
themseWea wUling to plaoe in Tnj haud^^ and deeply 
sen&ible to the honor which their unreset'Tcd confidence 
in this threateniug poaitiou of the public affairs im- 
plitiB^ 1 feel that I cannot better respond than by a 
Bin cere deylurction that, in the event of my election 
to the Presidency p I should enter upon th(} execution 
of Its duties with a Gingle-hearted determination to 
promote the good of the T^hole country^ and to direct 
Bolely to this end all the power of the government, 
trrespcettve of party isbues, and regardless of seo 
tional titrifiis. 
The de<:larfttion of principles embodied in the re^ 

24 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COL. fbsmont's lbtteb of aooeptancb. 25 

solves of your Convention, expresses the sentiments 
in which I have been educated, and which have been 
ripened into convictions by personal observation and 
experience. With this declaration and avowal, I 
think it necessary to revert to only two of the sub- 
jects embraced in the resolutions, and to those only 
because events have surrounded them with grave and 
critical circumstances, and given to them especial 
importance. 

I concur in the views of the Convention deprecat- 
ing the foreign policy to which it adverts. The as- 
sumption that we have the right to take from another 
nation its domains, because we want them, is an 
al)andonment of the honest character which our coun- 
try has acquired. To provoke hostilities by unjust 
assumptions, would be to sacrifice the peace and char- 
acter of the country, when all its interests might be 
more certainly secured and its objects attained by 
jnst and healing counsels, involving no loss of repu- 
tation. 

International embarrassments are mainly the re- 
sults of a secret diplomacy, which aims to keep from 
the knowledge of the people the operations of the 
government. This system is inconsistent with the 
character of our institutions, and is itself yielding 
gradually to a more enlightened public opinion, and 
to the power of a free press, which, by its broad dis- 
semination of political Intelligence, secures in advance 
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to the ai<lo of justice tte judgment of tlie civiliied 
wflrM. An hones t> firm and open policy in our forciga 
Tcktions, wouM t^ammand the united support of the 
nation, whose deliberate opinions it wonldnec^s^arUj 
reflect- 
^ Notlnng is (?learer in tlie history of our institutions 
\^.4hfin tte design of the nation in asserting ita own 
Independence and freedom to avoid giving tonnte- 
nanco to the extension of slaverj. The influence of 
the em all, hut compact atid poweiful cla^iis of men in* 
teres ted in slavery, viho command one section of the 
country, and wield a vast political control as a cons©* 
queucei, in the other, is now directei^ to turn baclt this 
impulse of the revolution, and reverse it^ principles. 
Th& extension of slavery across the continent is the 
object of the povrer ivTiich now rules the goTernnn^nt| 
and from thia spirit has sprung those kindred wrongs 
in Kansas J ho truly portrayed in one of your resolu- 
tion s^ which prove that the elenientij of the most ar- 
Ijitrarv governments have been vanqnislied by the 
Just theory of our own. 

It would be out of place here to pledge myself to 
any particular policy that may be suggested id tei*- 
minate the sectional controversy engendered bj p^ 
litical animosities operating on a powerful olaas, 
banded together by a common interest* A practical 
temedy is the admission of Kansas into the Union a^ 
a free State, The iSouth flhould^ in my judgmenti 
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earnestly desire such a consummation. It would vin- 
dicate its good faith ; it would correct the mistake of 
the repeal, and the North, having practically the 
benefit of the agreement between the two sections, 
would be satisfied, and good feeling be restored. The 
measure is perfectly consistent with the honor of the 
South, and vital to its interests'. 

That fatal act which gave birth to this purely sec- 
tional strife, originating in the scheme to take from 
free labor the country secured to it by a solemn cove- 
nant, cannot be too soon disarmed of its pernicious 
force. The only genial region of the middle lati- 
tudes left to the emigrants of the Northern States for 
homes, cannot be conquered from the free laborers, 
who have long considered it as set apart for them in 
our inheritance, without provoking a desperate strug- 
gle. Whatever may be the persistence of the particular 
class which seems ready to hazard everything for the 
success of the unjust scheme it has partially effected, 
I firmly believe that the great heart of the nation 
which throbs with the patriotism of the free men of 
both sections, will have power to overcome it. They 
will look to the rights secured to them by the Consti- 
tution of the Union, as their best safeguard from the 
oppression, of the class, which by a monopoly of the . 
soil, and of slave labor to till it, might, in time, re- 
duce them to the extremity of laboring upon the same 
terms with the slaves. The great body of non-slav^ 
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holding freemen, including those of the South, upon 
whose welfare slavery is an oppression, will discover 
that the power of the General Government over the 
public lands may be beneficially exerted to advanoe 
their interests and secure their independence. Know- 
ing this, their suffrages will not be wanting to 
maintain that authority in the Union, which is 
absolutely essential to the maintenance of their own 
liberties, and which has more than once indicated the 
purpose of disposing of the public lands in such a 
way as would make every settler upon them a firee- 
holder. 

If the people entrust to me the administration of 
the Government, the laws of Congress in relation to 
the Territories will be faithfully executed. All its 
authority will be exerted in aid of the National will 
to re-establish the peace of the country, on the just 
principles which have heretofore received the sanc- 
tion of the Federal Government, of the States, and of 
the people of both sections. Such a policy would 
leave no aliment to that sectional party which seeks 
its aggrandisement by appropriating the new terri- 
tories to capital in the form of slavery, but would in- , 
evitably result in the triumph of free labor, the 
natural capital which constitutes the real wealth of 
this great country, and creates that intelligent power 
in the masses alone to be relied on as the bulwark of 
&ee institutions. 
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Trtisting that I have a heart oapnble of et^n^prew 
hendiug our wliole country with ita TBiried interesta, 
Stud (Toafideut that pSLtriotism exists in all partR of 
the Union, I accept the Tioininalion of yoiir Oonven- 
tion in the hope that i may be ecablecl to eotTO iiae- 
ftilly its cause^ irhich I consider the caueo of Cou- 
«rtitTitioQsil Fre(^dom. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient Berrant^ 

J. C* Frewont, 
To Heni7 S. Lane, Pr&aident of the ConventioiL 



JUDGE DAYTON'S LETTER OF ACCEPT- 
ANCE. 



Trenton, N. J., July 7, 1856. 

Gentlemen — I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter informing me that, at a Con- 
yention of Delegates, recently assembled in Philar 
delphia, I was unanimously nominated as their can- 
didate for the Vice Presidency of the United States, 
and requesting my acceptance of such nomination. 

For the distinguished honor thus conferred, be 
pleased to accept for yourselves and in behalf of the 
Convention you represent, my sincere thanks. 
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I have only to add, that having carefully examined 
the resolutions adopted in that Convention, as indir 
eating the principles by which it was governed, I 
find them, in their general features, -such as have 
heretofore had my hearty support. My opinions and 
votes against the extension of slavery into free terri- 
tory, are of record and well known. Upon that record 
I am willing to stand. Certainly nothing has since 
occurred which would tend to modify my opinions 
previously expressed upon that subject. On the con- 
trary, the repeal of the Missouri Compromise (that 
greatest wrong, portentous of mischief,) but adds 
strength to the conviction, that these constant en- 
croachments must be calmly, but firmly, met ; — ^that 
this repealing Act should be itself repealed, or reme- 
died by every just and constitutional means in our 
power. 

I very much deprecate all sectional issues. I have 
not been in the past, nor shall I be in the future, in- 
fitrumental in fostering such issues. But the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise, and, as a consequence, 
the extension of slavery, are no issues raised by us ; 
they are issues forced upon us, and we act but in 
self-defence when we repel them. That section of 
the country which presents these issues is responsible 
for them ; and it is this sectionalism which has sub- 
verted past compromises, and now seeks to force 
slavery into Kanzas. In reference to other subjects 
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treated of in the resolutions of the Convention, I find 
no general principle or rule of political conduct to 
which I cannot and do not yield a cordial assent. 
But while thus expressing a general concurrence in 
the views of the Convention, I cannot but remember 
that the Constitution gives to the Vice President 
little power in matters of general legislation ; that 
he has not even a vote except in special cases ; and 
that his rights and duties as prescribed in that in- 
strument are limited to presiding over the Senate of 
the United States. Should I be elected to that high 
office, it will be my pleasure, as it will be my duty, 
to conduct, so far as I can, the business of that body 
in such a manner as will best comport with its own 
dignity ; in strict accordance with its own rules, and 
with a just and courteous regard to the equal rights 
and privileges of all its members. 

Accepting the nomination tendered through you, as 
I now do, 1 am, gentlemen. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Wm. L. Dayton. 

To Henry S. Lane, President of the Convention. 
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The following admirable parallelism between Washinoton, tht 
ikther of his country, and Fremont, the finder and pre- 
server of Republics, we copy from the New York Indepen- 
dent. 

As our readers well know, we were not of the 
number of those who urged most strenuously the 
selection of Colonel Fremont by the Convention 
at Philadelphia, as the standard-bearer, in the 
great political campaign which is now upon us, of 
uiose principles of justice, humanity, and hberty 
. to which our earnest adherence is given. While 
highly appreciating, and heartily admiring, the no- 
ble s^nd signal quahties of this gentleman, we felt 
a desire that if possible some well-tried Captain in 
the ranks, which so long have stood unconquered 
for the flight, should be selected to lead them to 
the victory which is now, we trust and believe, 
before them. But since this selection has been 
made, we are led most clearly to recognize in it 
the good hand of God ; and to feel, as we almost 
never have felt hitherto, that Providence has raised 
up, has endowed, and has trained this workman for 
his office, the Man for the liour. If the election in 
November shall result, as we are well persuaded 
(32) 
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ttat it ivilli in j>la*.^jiig bim in the cLair of the 
President of thyae United St^ites, then ive are 
oom^ielied to say t:bat in no one instance in nil the 
history of oar nation ^ einec^ the frfeifi;Kt of the May- 
flower was landetl at, Plymouth, will the guiding 
and governing mind of Gu^it interjitiainfr for our 
pToteutionT have bt^cn more clearly shown than in 
raiding him up to meet tiiis crisis. 

Young, unworn, entirely fresh In political Ufe^ 
there aiT upon him no marks of past contnover- 
Bies^ there are about him no odcirs of pafet jjolitieal 
errora, or partisan wront^. Of an inventive, 
prompt, and discriminating mind, as all liia liistory 
shows, and now in tbc fall and perfect prime of 
every power, he i^i able to meet^ if any man can, 
the whole demand of tlie present tmei'geney. Of 
French extraction^ on hia tather's sidu, he is yet 
thoTOUghly an American, by birth, by trainings by 
hifi maternal ancestry, and by all hh ideas of gov- 
ernment and of religion. Born in Georgi;*, and 
educated at the Lnstitutious of South Carolina , his 
chosen home faiiH ^till been at the We^t, and Mb 
ardor for treedom has never failed or wavered 
A child of poverty, and a man of the jicople, his 
career has been more signally heroic than that of 
any other hving American ; and he has Tvon lu» 
at^dy way to opulence and honors through the 
Tinaeeustomed paths of self-denial and fortitude. 

Delieato in frame, entirely m Driest and unaB- 
suming in deportment, he has inspired the love of 
the stalwart and iiery pioneers of the AVest^ as 
almost no man before has done; and his name 
would now rally thousands on the borders to any 
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most diflTicult and hazard ouh enterprise. Of ex- 
traordiiiarj executive and administrative povireraj 
he eoiubines with these equally the tastt^es of the 
Bcliolar, the pra.ctis4id enterpHjie and skill of the 
soldier. Hia tiame is as wl^L known in the Old 
World as m the Kew, And while the Soutla has 
furnished his birth place^ and the wildernesses of 
the West the chosen scene of his chief oxertionsj 
California, the youQ^^est and wealthiest of the 
States, owes to hini her e?tplorafion and her sub- 
aequeiit conquest, and lo him in great part her 
preiient freedom. The whole country, therefore, 
and every part of it, lias an interest in liis name. 
The youn^ men of the country, esjieciallj, must 
rally to liini as their oatural leader, wjth ready en- 
thnsiai*ni* His very name seems a wati^hword fbr 
liberty i and already crowds make the echoeiS! rrBg 
with the stirring refrain of Free-soii, Free-^peeab, 
Free-men, aod Fit em o XT ! 

Wirli him in the Presidential chair, the last 
threat of tiiHunion will speedily and ihv ever he 
flileocud at the Sooth. The bravos who steal un- 
suspected into the Senate-ehamber, and whose 
only ref^ly to an artjument is the blinljjfeon, will be 
as wh[:at t\s a London piekpoeket with the po- 
Uee-ioari beside him, before the intrepitl antl seU^ 
poised will of him who has iaced the mouiitain- 
floows while they wore daintily dallying at home ; 
of him whom Indians and Mexicans eould act 
icare — though with tenfold his fon?e — now 
wieldinj^: the treasury and the army of the eoini- 
try, Nay'i with him in that chair we have the 
firmest conviction that all sections will feel safe, 
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a Oil tbat speedy calm wiJl ^locced the recent 
a. I id the present agitations ; wliilc liis liil^ and hi* 
'^vordi? give the amplest pjarciTity that the influence 
of the j^\ ermnti nt Tvill iill ho employed on the 
aide of trtrydom and it^ henig^ order* 

It is aomewhat eurioua to uotiee the atriklnn- coi^ 
re9pond(!ne<is hetwe^^n the Instory of this young 
liepublk'ati Captain^ and thtit of him whom onr 
fatnera took as their leadyr^ in thvjimi ^eat strug- 

fle for Liberty on thk eontinent* A part of these 
ave heeti noticed by the papery, and by spenkers. 
Othfii's wo have not geen referred to. They ar* 
interesting atid suggestive. Washington was leit 
in child hood» by the death of hi a lather, to the 
charge of his mother^ Fremont wni* so 11 kt; wise, 
at a still earlier period, and in eirt'nni.stanf^esi eeiy 
tainly nvufh less auspicious. Washington had 
early a passion for the sea, ao strt^ng that a mid- 
shipman's warrant wns obtained foi- him by his 
friends. Fremont went to sea, and was thei'e em- 
ployed for more than two yeara. Washington was 
inti'odueed to puhlie lii'e through his service on 
tlie frontiers^ as a snn^eyor and civil engineer. 
Fremont won his discipline and his early laint* in 
the same departnient^ and by his q^e auti practice 
in it became fitted, in mind and body, to " end ore 
hardness." Washington learned all tiiat he knew 
of war in Indian combats and the strife of the wil- 
derness, and rose thua to tiie rank of Colonel in 
the provincial troops* Fremont's school was the 
same^ and he has gained the same rank. Washin"' 
ton hLi^l had small expeiien^'e as a legislator, untd 
he was called to the head of the Governments Ue 
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waa taken for his well-tried general qualities^ and 
not for a 11 J distinction ho had. achieved as a diplo- 
matist or a atatcainari; and b^i-e again the parallel 
holds. Washington was sneered at by the Eneii of 
ToutinCj ivaa hatied and assailed by the tori e 3 of 
that day^ as a soldier who bad " nevor set a stjuad- 
TXin in tlie field ; " until hiii energy and patience 
drove them all out of it. The same class of at- 
tacks are now made on Fr*^raont \ to be answered 
we trusty in the same impressive way* His friends 
early felt that Washington was specially fitted and 
preserved of Providence to become the head of 
the nation ; as Rev- Samuel Da vies expressed it, 
that ^' Providence has hitherto preserved him in 
so signal a manner for some important service to 
his country." The same expectation, becoming 
almost a premonition^ has for years been "enerad 
among the friends of Fremont. Dr. Robertson, 
his early teaeher, expressed it in the preface to hia 
edition of the Anabasis, published yeara ago, in 
these words : *' Bucb, my young iriendsj is an im- 
perfetJt sketch of my once beloved and favontt 
pnpili who may yet rise to be at the head of thit 
great and growing Republje* My prayer is thai 
he may ever be opposed to war^ injustice, and op- 
pression of every kind, a blessing to his country, 
and an example of every noble virtue to the whole 
world*" ^VashiIlglon was called to the bead of 
the army at the age of forty-four ; and if Colonel 
Fremont shall bve to see the 4th of March next, 
we eonfid^jntly expect that the singular parallel 
will an far be perfected i 
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Wkem, in the cdurso of bunrLLn events, it ba 
oiiniea neceaaury fi^r une people Lu dissolve the 
politU^al bands which have connectf^d tbum with 
another J and to assume ainoiig^ the powers of tJie 
earth the scpaTate and equal aiLiiiun tu w'hit^h the 
laws of uaiufe uiid of na.ture*5 find irmliki ihem, 
a deceni reBpect to i\w ophiioiis i){ tjiunkiiid ri^ 
quires that they shauld dunliire Ifce causes which 
inipel them to the separation. 

We hold these iniths to he SL^If-evident^ — Ihiil 
all men are created equal ; that ihi y are endnwcd 
by tht^ir Creator with certain ina!it;riahle rights ; 
that among' these are life, liberty^ aud the pursuit 
qC happiness. That tu secure thtise rights, gov- 
erfjnentB nm instituted auuji]j^ mets^ deriviiifr ihi^ir 
]ust powers frwn the ouiisent of thia foverned ; 
that whenever any form of sovernuieni bec^smeg 
destructive of these ends^ it is the ri^rht of the 
people to alter or jihoUsh it, and to Institute a 
new g'ovi^i-nment, layinp- its foiuuhition on such 
prinoitJl*3, and oTjn-ani^ing^ its powers in such 
liyrta, as to them ahiiU seem nio^t likely to effect 
their safety and bapjyjness. Prudence indeed will 
dictate f tliat ^ruvernmcntH loni*" established should 
not ba changed lor light and transient cauaeu, 
and accordingly, all experieneo )iath abown, thai 
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mankind are more disposed to suffeTf while erili 
are suffcrable, than to rig;] it theiiia^lvefi by abol* 
isbing thti i'uTms to which they are accu&tximed. 
But when a long train of abuses and usorpaiiQnfi, 
purauing invariably the same object, evmccs a 
design to reduce the in uiirlcr absolute desjKJtiEm^ 
it is iht^ir right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
government^ and to provide new guards for their 
future security. Such has been tiie patient suf* 
ferance of these colonies ; and such is now the 
necessity wliich c.f>n strain a them to alter their for- 
mer systems of government. The history of the 
resent king of Great Britain is a histaiy of ne- 
gated injuries and nsnr[iations, all having in 
direct object, the establishment of an abaoluti; 
tyranny over tJlese stiites. To prove this, let 
facts be suhmitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to lawa the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He hELs forbidden his governors to pass laws of 

A illM immediate and pressing importance, unless sue* 

' -I Mil pended in thi^ir operation till his assent should be 

llHI obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 

IViini neglected to attend to them, 

TM He has refused to pass other laws for the ac- 

commodation of larife districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of TSpre- 
sentation in the Legislature ; a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He ha-s called together legislative bodies at 
places unusual, uocomfortabloj and distant from 
the deposiiory of their public records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into a conipliance with 
ais measures. 
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He has dissolved Tepr&aeniiitive hiiuaes repeat* 
edl/i for opposing with rnanly fmmiOisS hb itiT^ 
ftion c>n the riglas of iho pi^ti^slhi. 

He has refused for ;i long Um^, jifier such dis* 
»olultt>n3j to cause withers to be eleeieti ^ whereby 
ihe lagislative powers ^ ld trap able of auiiihUation, 
have returned to the people ai lar^^^e, for thair 
exercise : Ihe stLite remaining in llie mi^an lime, 
exposed to all \\ui dangers of iuvusion from with- 
out« and convulsions from within. 

He haa endeavored to prevent the population 
of these Btatea ; for that purpose ohsl roc ting tlio 
laws for naturaliziititin of foreijcrners ; refusinjOT 10 
pass others to eii courage their migmtion hither^ 
and raising tho conditions of new appropriationa 
of lands. 

He has obstructed the admin isirntion of jnatice, 
by refusing his assent to V^w^s for esstablislung 
judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will 
alone, for Ibe tenure of their ellices, and iho 
amount and piymesit of their salaries* 

He has erecUxl a muhitudo nf new offices, and 
sent hither swarms of new officers tu harass our 
peoploi and eat out their Buh&tance* 

He has kept among U3, in times of peace, 
standing armies, without the consent of our legi^ 
latures, 

He has affected to render the military indepen- 
dent of, and superior to, the civil power. 
He has coinbuied with others to s abject us to a 

erisEiitrtion fSircign to our constitution, and unao- 
lowledg-ed by oar laws, erlving hie a^senl Va 
theii acts of pretended le^slatlon. 
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m QECIiAHATIOK OF INDEFEHDENCE- 

¥ot qaaTtBTiDg' large bodies of armed trot pa 
ftmong' us. 

Fur protect iTig- them, by a mock trial, from 
puniahment for any murderQ which Ihey should 
commit on the inhnbitanls of these states. 

For cutting' off out trade with all parts of the 
world. 

Ft>T imposing- taxes on ua without our consent. 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits 
of trial by jury. 

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for 
pretended oftenees. 

For abolishing the free system of Engrlish laws 
in a neighboring province, establishing therein 
an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boun- 
daries, so as to tender it ai once an exan[iple and 
fit instrument for IntToducing the same absolute 
rule into these colonies. 

For taking away our charters, abolishing out 
most vahmble laws, and altering fundamentally 
the forms of our governments. 

For suspending our own legislatures, and de- 
claring th«maelves invested with power to lep^is- 
late fyr 113 in nil cuses whatsoever. 

He hiis abdieaied government here, by declar- 
m^ lis out of his protection, and waging war 
against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaj^ed ourcoasta, 
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people. 

He is at this time transporting larire armies of 
foreign merocnarins to complete the works of 
death, desolation, and tyranny, already begnn 
with circumstances of cruelly and perfidy scanct 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



rfi*<?°: 



0ECLJI NATION or IHTJIPENDElfCB 



paralleled in the most barbarous ajjes^ and totally 
unworthy the beid of a civilisf:d oatmn ! 

He haa constmmed our felloiv-citiaenai taken 
captive on the hiffh seas^ to bear arms against 
*lieir countrvi become the execytuiners of their 
friends and hrethfen, or to fy.ll lhemselv*.'a by 
their hatids. 

He ba.3 excited domestic msiirrections ^mong 
jSj and has endeavored to briii^ on the inhabi 
iants of our fr rentiers, the merciless Indian aava 
gas, whose knywn rule of warfare i^ an un- 
distinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and 
conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have 
petitioned for reilrei^s in the most hniuhltj terms; 
our repeated petitions have been answered only 
by repeated injuries. A prince whose characte. 
is thus marked by every act which may dcline a 
ryrant, is unfit to he the ruler of a fret- pt3£^|][e. 

Not have we been w^anting in attL^'ntiun to our 
British brethren. We have warn^rt tbirm from 
time to time of attempts by their I eg: si alii re to 
extend an itn warrantable jansiJietion over us. 
We have remtivded them of the circumstances of 
mir emigration and settlement lie re. We bave 
appealed to their native justice and mai^nanimity, 
and we h:ive rroiijuri'd them by the ties of our 
common kindrEpid to disavow these usurpations, 
which would inevitably interrupt our connection 
and correspondence. They too, have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and conisanrruinity- We 
mnet thereft^ire acqujesce in tlie [leceasity which 
denounces our separ^itinn, and ho hi them as we 
hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in 
peace, friends. 
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We, lb ere fore, the representat ivep uf ihe United 
States iiT A niprica^ in general ei^n^rt'iiij uaac^mbled, 
appejilirip lo ihe Supreme Jud'ge of th^ uorld fot 
the renuude of out mtemions, iJ<i, in tJie nacae, 
and by ihe nuihurity of Ihe p-i^od |>eo|>le of these 
colunif!^, Eoletiinjy publish 'and du4'lurer Hi^t the^ 
unilP(I cdluiiies are, and of rijibl oi]^rbt l^ be 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES^ 
that th(!y are abi^qlved frutii all alU'^iuiice to tlie 
Britjsii crown ^ nnd that all polhir^al can nee lion 
ieiween ibeni iind the stale (if Great Hntain, is. 
&ud uutrhl t(t be, tatally dissolved ; attd diat afr 
free attil mdependent states, they have full ptjwet 
to levy war^ eondudft peace, contract alliances, 
establj;vh commerce, and to do all tUher ajcis and 
thinn-i^ wliirili iudependent states may of right do. 
And for the support of this dcelunition, with a 
firm reliatic*^ on the protection of Divine PrDvi- 
denoe, we miitnally pledge to eark other, oui 
liTea, our J'ortuoes, and oujt sacred honor. 
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CONSTITDTION OP THE UNITED STATES, 

Framed at Philadelphia, in 1787, hy a Convention ol 
Delegates from the States of New Hampshire, Massa> 
chusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
Ihia, South Carolina, and Greorgia, — ratified by the 
Convention of Eleven States, in 1788, — ^and went into 
operation the 4th of March, 1739, 

WITH THE AMENDMENTS. 



We, the people of the United States, in order 
to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com- 
mon defence, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution for the United States of America. 

ARTICLE I. 
Section I. Legislative Powers. 
1. All legislative powers herein granted, shall 
be vested in a congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a senate and house of rep- 
resentatives. 

Section 2. — Members of House of Representatives, how 
chosen. Qualification. Apportionment. Vacancies 
how filled. Officers. Impeachment. 

L The house of representatives shall be com 
posed of members chosen every second year b 
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Ihe people of the several states, and the electon 
In eacli si ate shall have the qualific:Uinus requisiLa 
for electors of the most niimerouE branch of the 
elate leirisluture. 

2. No j>erson shall be a TOpriieoutaiive who 
shall not have attained to ihe age tif twuaty^five 
years, nnd been seven years a cinzen of the 
Unjied SUiies, and who shall not, wiieii elected, 
be ^n inhabitant of that 8tate in whieb he shdj 
be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall he 
apportiniK'd iimong^ the several sifitcs which may 
be int^luded within this anion, acvordinir to their 
respective numbers, which shall bi: determined 
by adding to ihe whole number of Tree persous, 
ineludint? those hound to service for a term of 
years, and excluding Indians not laxt^d, three- 
fifths of all other persons. The actual enumera- 
tion shall he made within three ^^ars after the 
first meeiinn; of the congre&s of ibu llnited States^ 
nnd wiitijii every enbseqnent term of t«u years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct. The 

.^^ nnndier nf represtntativt^ shall not exceed cmB 

'|W for every thirty thousand, but each state shall 

I "^ have at least one representative ; and until such 

enu me ratio shall be made, the aiaie of New 
Hampshire shjall be Kotitled to choosy three, Mas- 
sachusetts eijrht, Rhode Island Mod Prnvidenee 
Plauiations one^ Conneciicui five, New York six, 
New Jers£»y four, Peimsylvania eiLHii, Delaware 
one, Maryland six^ Virginia ten, N[irtb Carolina 
five. South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

4. When vaf*aneies happen in the represojiiii- 
tipn from any stale, the ei:ecutiTe authority Uiereof 
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vti^n issue writs of e!ecti(ui to fill such vacaik* 

5, The house of representatives shttll cho<M€ 
their speakt^c and other officerj4, and ehj-ll have 
tlie sole power of impeachment. 

Section III. — Senate, how cho^n. Clas&ificiitioti, Qiial* 
ifi cation. Vice-President's vo^c. Offieers.* Try im^ 
|ieajc^hni[tnt<i- Judgment an ImpfsiuhiTiLntL 

1, The senate of tho United Slates sball be 
composed of two senatora from etich *^tnie^ choseti 
V>y the lejrislaiure thereof, for six years ; and eajch 
seoaior shall have one vote. 

2, Immediately after they shall be assemhled 
in consequence of the Jirst election ^ they shall be 
divided as equ;illy as m;iy be intn three ckissea. 
The Beats of the senators f>f the first dass ahall 
1)0 vacated at the expiration of tho Bnctind year, 
of the second clussj ai the expiraiion nf the fourth 
yearj and of the third cdassi at iJie expiration of 
the sixth year^ so that one third may be chosen 
every secooil year; and if vacancies happen hv 
resignation, or othfjrvvisp, dnrin^r the recess of the 
legfialature of any state, the executive ttiereof may 
maJce temporary appointments , until lIig nt;,M:i 
meeting- of iJie legislature, which shall then fill 
such vacancies, 

3. No pi:rrsnn shall be a senator, who shall iioi 
have attainerl to the age of ibirty years, and been 
nine years a cltiaen of tlie United S tales ^ and who 
shall not, vs;heu Kkt;tt>d, tie an in ha hi taut of lh« 
Btate fi)r which he shall be chosen. 

A. The vice-president of the United States 
fihaU be president of the senate, but ^hall LaT« 
no vol6j unless they be equally divided. 
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5. The senate shajl choose their other offioen 
and also a president pro tempore^ in the absence 
of the vice-president, or when he shall exercise 
the office of president of the United States. 

6. The senate shall have the sole power to try 
all impeachments. When sitting for that pur- 
pose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When 
the president of the United States is tried, the 
chief justice shall preside ; and no person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not 
extend farther than to removal from office, and 
disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
honor, trust, or profit, under the United States; 
but the party convicted shall nevertheless be lia- 
ble, and subject to, indictment, trial, judgment, 
and punishment according to law. 

Section IV. — Elections for Senators and Representa- 
tives, how held. Congress assemble annually. 

1. The times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for senators and representatives, shall be 
prescribed in each state by the legislature there- 
of; but the congress may, at any time, by law, 
make or alter such regulations, except as to the 
places of choosing senators. 

2. The congress shall assemble at least once 
in every year, and such meeting shall be on the 
first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
law appoint a different day. 

SacTioM V. — Elections, by whom judged, duorom. 
Rules. Journal. Adjournment. 

1. Each house shall be the judge of the eleo* 
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liona, returns 1 and quaMcatioTis of its own mem- 
bers, and a majorily of each shall ccinfltHute a 
iluoTum to ilo buaint^^ ; but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may be author- 
ized to compel the attendance of absent members, 
in such maimer, and under such penalties as each 
house may provide. 

2, Eac:b house may determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punish its members for disorderly 
beltavior^ and with th^i concurrence of two thirds , 
expel a member. 

3* Each house shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, and from time to time publish the same, 
excepting suob parts as may, in th^^ir judgment, 
require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either house on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one fifth of ihoso present, be en- 
tered on the joutnaj. 

4. Neither house, during the session of con- 9 

gress, shall, without the consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other piace than that in whidi the two houses «) *^ 

shall be sitting* ^ • 

SfiCTioN VI.^^^ompGiisation. Privileges. MemberB * 

not appaimt^d to office. 

1. The senators and representatives shall re- . 

ceiTe a compensation for their services, to bo j 

ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury / 

of the United States. They shall, in all cases, I iJVR\ 

except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest durinf^ their attendance ' 

at the session of their respective houses, and in f"^ 

going to, and rcturning^ from, the same ; and for 
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any speech or debate in either bouse , tbey shall 
aot bo qiiefititmed in any cHber place. 

2. No senator or represeuLaiive shall , dazing 
the tim« for which be was elected, be appointed 
to any civil office onder thii authorit? of the 
United Slates, which shall have been created, 
or the emolanients whereof shall have been in- 
cieaaed during; such time ; and no person ho id in or 
any office under the United Staiea^ shall be a 
member of either bonee during his continuance in 

Section VTI. — Revenue. Bills* Orders, resolutjojts. 
&C.J to he presented to the Pref^ident of the Uiiiled 
States for apprciiral. 

1. All bills for raising revenue, shall originate 
in the house of representatives ; but the senate 
may prr>pose, or concur with amendments, as on 
otlier biUs. 

2. Every bill which sbal] have passed the 
house of representatives and the senate, shall, be- 
fore it become a law, be presented to the presi- 
dent of the United States ; if be approve, he 
shall sijrn it j but if not, he shall return it, with 
his objections, to that house in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the ohjectious at 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider 
it. If after such reconsideration, two thirds of 
that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent, together with the objections, to the other 
house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by tw*o thirds of that bouse^ it 
eball become a law* But in all such cases the 
votes of both houses shall he determined bv yea* 
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and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 
and ag^ainst the bill, shall be entered on the jour- 
nal of each house respectively. If any bill shall 
not be returned by the president within ten days, 
(Sundays excepted,) after it shall have been pre- 
sented to him, the same shall be a law, in like 
manner as if he had singled it^ unless the congress 
by their adjourn mem, jrreveot its return, in which 
case it its hall not be a \-^w, 

3, Evf^ry order, resuluhon, or vote, to which 
the concurrence of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives may he neci^^^ary, (except on a ques- 
tion of adjiiurnm^ni,) shntll be presented to the 
president of tKe Uniied States ; and before the 
same shall lake effect j shall be approved by him, 
QT being; diaappTovud by him^ shall be repassed 
by two thirds of the seunto and house of repre^ 
aentatives, aticordiriir to the rules and limitations 
pte&cribed in the case of a bJU. 

SacTio?* Yin, — Con!^e*i5 to 3ny T:ixes j Borrow Mon- 
ey ; Rt'5:ii]ato Commerce, NnUimlization, Bankrupt- 
cies^ Cmn, VVei^his, ami Meusiires ; Punish Counter 
felling { Creak* Pnsi-Ortiiea ^ Protiiote Science ; Con- 
Htituie Cniirls ; Punish Pinu-tiK ; Declare War; Raise 
Armies; >1ij eel lain n Nnir) ^ Organize the Militia; 
haye Loj^islaLbn over cermfEi Places. 

1, Thf* nc^^ngr^Hs j^IiliII lirivc power to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay 
the debts and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States ; but all 
duties, imposts, and excises, shall be uniform 
throughout the United States ; 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the 
United States ; 
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3. To regulate commerce with foreign nationB, 
and among the several states, and with the In- 
dian tribes ; 

4. To establish a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, and uniform laws on the subject of bank- 
ruptcies throughout the United States ; 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, 
and of foreign coin, and &x the standard of 
weights and measures ; 

6. To provide for the punishment of counter- 
feiting the securities and current coin of the 
United States ; 

7. To establish post-offices, and post-roads ; 

8. To promote the progress of science and 
useful arts, by securing for limited times to au- 
thors and inventors, the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries ; 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the su- 
preme court ; 

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies 
committed on the high seas, and offences against 
the law of nations ; 

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque 
and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures 
on land and water ; 

12. To raise and support armies, but no appro- 
priation of money to that use shall be for a longer 
term than two years ; 

13. To provide and maintain a navy ; 

14. To make rules for the government and 
regulation of the land and naval forces ; 

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to 
execute the laws of the union, suppress insurreo- 
tions, and xe\>e\ invasions ; 
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16- To provide for orniJiiizing, trminff, and 
disciplinirifT the [niiiiia, and for frnvernin^ such 
part of ihem as may be enipluyeJ in iht; service 
of the United Stales, reseniiijyr to the siEiies re- 
epeciivcly, the appointment of Uie offlot;rs^ asid 
the authority of trainiiisr tha militia aceonhng- Ut 
tlie disci [}Il lie proscribed by congress. 

17. To exercise exclusive legi^jlaiion in aU 
cjiges what&tiever, over such district (tiot exciied- 
tng ten miles Sf^uarc) as may, by cessum of par* 
tic alar siiitea, and the ajcceptauce of ronsrress, 
become the seat of the j^overnment of the United 
States, and to exetciise like aothoriTy over fill 
places purchased by the consent of the leirvshiture 
of the stiLte in which the same shall be, for tho 
erection of forts, man^a'zines, arse nab ^ dock-ynrda, 
and other needful buibUngs;^ATid 

18» To make all laws whi<;h shall he neces 
sary and proper for carrying into execniiivn the 
foreg'oinjr p^swers, and all other powers vested bj 
this constitution in the ^roverninent of th(^ United 
States, or in any department or officer tiiercof. 

Section IX.— Imporlatbn ftf pf^rsons afior ISUS, Ha- 
beasCorpiis. Allaitidcr. Tax. Nno;(pnrlalic>ndul.y. 
Ko prcferonce in Commerce or Tonua^, Monty- 
how drawn. No Titles to be gnuiied^ 

1, The miq-ration or imjiottation of suf^h per- 
sons as any of the states now existing? shn.1! think 
proper to admit, shall not he prohibited by the 
con^rftsg prior to the year one thousand eight 
hun<lred and eight, but a tax or duly may be iru' 
posed on such importation, not exceeiiiig ton dol- 
lars for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpnt 

2 
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ehall not be fio.«^pended, unleas when in caa^ of 
rebellion or iovasjon, the public safety may r^* 
q^iiire il. 

3. Nc* hill of attainder or ex post facto law 
.shall be passed* 

4. No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be 
laid, unlu^s in proportion to the census or enume* 
ration herein bt^Jore directed to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty ehaU be laid on articles ex- 
ported from any state. 

fi. No preft^rcnce shall be ^iven by any Tegu- 
1 at ion of commerce ot revenue to the porta of ooe 
state over those of another; nor shall vessels 
bound LOj or from, one state, be obliged to enter, 
clear, or pay dnties in un other, 

7. No money shall be drawn from the trea- 
sury^ but in consequence of appropriations made 
by la>v ; and a regular Hiatijment and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public mone; 
shall be jiubliahed from time to time. 

8, No title of nobility shall be g^ranted by the 
United Slates: and no person holdJing any office 
of profit or trust under them, shall, without the 
conseni of the congress^ accept of any present, 
emolument, ofHce, or title, of any kind whatever, 
from any kifi|r^ prince, or foreign state. 

Suction X. — States not to mnke Treaties, lay Irapoi^trj 
or Duty on Tnunagti fitc. 

L No state shall enter into any treaty, al^i 
ance, or confederation ; grant letters of marq le 
and reprisuU coin money i emit bills of credits 
make imyitiio^ but gold and silver c^iin a tender 
in paynmni uf de!>is ; pass any bill of attaindei 
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ox poet facto law^ or Ielw impairing' the obJiga.tion 
of contra^iLs, at ^anl any title of nobility* 

2, No state shall, without the consent of the 
confess, lay any iniposLs or dudes on iTPptirt^ or 
exports, exoepi what may be absolutely necessary 
for executing- its inspection laws ; and the net 
produce of all duties and imposts, laid hy any 
fitate on imports or exports, shall be for the jae 
of the treasury of the Uuited States ; and ail such 
laws shall be subject to the revision and control 
of the congress. 

3. No state shall, without the consent of con- 
fess, lay any duty of tonnage, ket;p troopa or 
ships of war in time of peace, enter into any 
agreement or compact with another state, or with 
a. foreign power^ or enjjarre in war, unless acLu- 
dly invaded , or in such imminent danger as will 
aot admit of delay. 

ARTICLE n. 

Section I.— Eiocutivc Power. Ekctons^ hflw appointed. 
Proceiiis of Election. QnU^lifie^alions of the Pri^siilent 
of the Ijrdted States. Vic*i Preaideol njay odiciartd. 
Compensation. Oath* 

1. The executive power shall be vested in a 
president of the United States of Ameru^a. He 
'tball hold his office during the term of four years , 
Eind, together with the vice-president, chosen for 
tke sunn? term, he elected as follows : — - 

U. E:t^h state shall appoint, in such manner a* 
the leo^islature thereof may direct, a number of 
electors, equal to the whole number of senators 
and representatives to which the state may be en- 
titled in the. congress ; but no senator or represen- 



ARY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 



CONSTITUTION OF THE 



tative, or person holding an office of trust or profit 
under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. 

3. * [The electors shall meet in their respec- 
tive states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of 
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of 
the same state with themselves. And they sliall 
make a list of all the persons voted for, ana of the 
number of votes for each ; which list they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of 
the government of the United States, directed to 
the president of the senate. The president of the 
senate shall, in the presence of the senate and 
house of representatives, open all the certificates, 
and the votes shall then be counted. The person 
having the greatest number of votes shall be the 
president, if such number be a majority of the 
whole number of electors appointed ; and if there 
be more than one who have such majority, and 
have an equal number of votes, then the house of 
representatives shall immediately choose, by bal- 
lot, one of them for president ; and if no person 
have a majority, then from the five highest on the 
list, the said house shall, in like nianiier, choose 
the president. But in choosing the presidt^nt, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the representatiun 
from each state having one vote ; a quorum for 
this purpose shall consist of a member or mesm- 
bers from two thirds of the states, and a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. 

In every case, after the choice of the president, 



* This Section was amended in 1803. 
de of Amendments, p. 31 . 



See 14th A.rti- 
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%ti& person having the gre^issi number of voUm 
of the electors, shall be the vice-president. But 
if there should remain two of more who have 
equal votes, the senate shall choose from them by 
l>ailot the vice-president,] 

4. The congress may determine the time of 
choosing the electors, and the day on which they 
»ha.ll give their votes ; which day shall be the 
same throughout the United States, 

5. No person, except a natural horn citizen, or 
31 citizen of the United States at the time of the 
adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible to 
the office of president ; neither shall any person 
be eligible to that office who shall not have at^ 
tained to the age of thirty-five years, and been 
fourteen years a resident within the United States. 

6. In case of removal of the president from 
office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to 
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve on the vice-president, and 
the congress may, by law, provide for the case 
of removal, death, resignation, or inability both 
of the president and vice-president, declaring 
what officer shall then act as president, and subh 
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability 
be removed, or a president shall be elected. 

7. The president shall, at stated times, receive 
for his services a compensation, which shall be 
neither increased nor diminished during the pe- 
riod for which he shall have been elected, and he 

. shall not receive within that period any other 
emolument from the United States, or any of 
them. 

8. Before he enter on the execution of hii 



kRY 
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office, he shall take the following oath or afiii 
mation : — 

0. ** I do solemnly swear, or affirm, that I wU) 
faithfully execute the office of president of the 
United States, and will to the best of my ability 
preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of 
the United States." 

Section II. — ^Powers of the President. Make Treaties. 
Appoint Officers. Vacancies in office. 

1. The president shall be commander-in-chief 
of the army and navy of the United States, and 
of the militia of the several states, when called 
into the actual service of the United States ; he 
may require the opinion, in writing, of the prin- 
cipal officer in e^jch of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their re- 
spective offices, and he shall have power to grant 
reprieves and pardons for offences against the 
United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

2. He shall have power, by, and with, the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate, to make treaties, 
provided two thirds of the senators present con- 
cur; and he shall nominate, and by, and with, 
the advice and consent of the senate, shall ap- 
point ambassadors, other public ministers and con- 
suls, judges of the supreme court, and all other 
offices of the United States, whose appointments 
are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 
ihall be established by law : but the congress 
may by law vest the appointment of such inferior 
officers, as they think proper, in the president 
•lone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of de- 
partments. 
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3. The president shall have power to fill up 
all vacancies that may happen during the recess 
of the senate, by granting commissions which 
shall expire at the end of their next session. 

Section III.— Duties of the President of the United 
States. 

1. He shall from time to time give to the con- 
gress information of the state of the Union, and 
recommend to their consideration such measures 
as he shall judge necessary and expedient ; he may 
OQ extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, 
or either of them, and, in case of disagreement be- 
tween them, with respect to the time of adjourn- 
ment, he may adjourn them to such time as he 
shall think proper ; he shall receive ambassadors 
and other public ministers; he shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall 
commission all the officers of the United States. 

Section IV. — Officers removable by Impeachment. 

1. The president, vice-president, and all civfl 
officers of the United States, shall be removed 
from office on impeachment for, and conviction 
of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and mis- 
demeanors. 

ARTICLE m. 

Section I. — Judicial Powers and Tenure of Judges. 

1. The judicial power of the United States, shall 
be vested m one supreme court, and in such infe- 
rior courts as the congress may from time to time 
ordain and establish. The judges, both of the 
supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their of* 
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fices during good behavior, and shall, at stated 

times, receive for their services, a compensation, ^ 

which shall not be diminished during their con- '^ 

tinuance in office. ^ 

Section II. — Extension of Judicial Power. Supreme ] 
Court Jurisdiction. Trials by Jury. 

1 . The judicial power shall extend to all cases 3 
in law and equity, arising under this constitution, i 
the laws of the United States, and the treaties I 
made, or which shall be made, under their au- 
thority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers, and consuls; to all cases' of i 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction ; to contro- 1 
versies to which the United States shall be a i 
party; to controversies between two or more 
states — between a state and citizens of another 
state — between citizens of different states — be- 
tween citizens of the same state claiming lande 
under grants of different states — and between s^ 
state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, 
citizens, or subjects. 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers, and consuls, and those in which 
a state shall be a party, the supreme court shall 
have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases 
before mentioned, the supreme court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions, and under such regulations^ 
as the congress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of 
impeachment, shall be by jury ; and such tria. 
shall be held in the state where the said crimes 
•hall have been committed ; but when not com- 
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mitted within any state, the trial shall be at such 
place or places as the congress may by law havs- 
directed. 

Section III. — Treason. 

1. Treason against the United States, shall 
consist only in levying war against them, or in 
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
anless on the testimony of two witnesses to the 
same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

2. The congress shall have power to declare 
the punishment of treason, but no attainder of 
treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeit- 
ares, except during the life of the person attainted. 

. ARTICLE IV. 

Section I. — ^Acts of States Accredited. 

1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each 
state to the public acts, records, and judicial pro- 
ceedings of every other state. And the congress 
may by general laws prescribe the manner in 
which such acts, records, and proceedings shall 
be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Section II. — Citizens' Privileges. Persons charged 
with Crimes fleeing. 

1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled! 
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several states. 

2. A person charged in any state with treason,, 
felony, or other crime, who shall flee from justice, 
and be found in another state, shall, on demand 

of the executive authority of the state from which . 
he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to tk« 
state having jurisdiction of the crime. 
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3. No person held to service or labor in one 
state, under the laws thereof, escaping into an- 
other, shall, in consequence of any law or regula- 
tion therein, be discharged from such service or 
labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may be due. 

Section III. — New States. Territories. 

1 . New states may be admitted by the congress 
into this Union ; but no new state shall be formed 
or erected '\yithin the jurisdiction of any other 
state, nor any state be formed by the junction of 
two or more states, or parts of the states, without 
the consent of the legislatures of states con- 
cerned, as well as of the congress. 

2. The congress shall have power to dispose 
of, and make all needful rules and regulations re- 
specting the territory or other property belonging 
to the United States ; and nothing in this consti- 
tution shall be so construed as to prejudice any 
claims of the United States, or of any particular 
state. 

Section IV. — States protected. 

1. The United States shall guarantee to every 
state in this union a republican form of govern- 
ment, and shall protect each of them against in- 
vasion ; and on application of the legislature, (or 
of the executive, when the legislature cannot be 
convened,) against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V. 
Amendments, how attained. 
1. The congress, whenever two thirds of both 
houses s'i?ill deem it necessary, shall propose 
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amendments to this constitution, or on the appli- 
cation of the legislatures of two thirds of the 
several states, shall call a convention for propos- 
ing amendments, which in either case shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this 
constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of 
three fourths of the several states, or by conven- 
tions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the 
other mode of ratification may be proposed by the 
congress ; provided that no amendment which 
may be made prior to the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, shall in any manner affect the 
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the 
first article ; and that no state, without its con- 
sent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Debts prior to the adoption of ihe Constitution. Trea- 
ties, law of the land. Oath or affirmation to mem- 
bers. 

1. All debts contracted and engagements en- 
tered into, before the adoption of this constitution, 
shall be as valid against the United States under 
this constitution, as under the confederation. 

2. This constitution, and the laws of the United 
States, which shall be made in pursuance there- 
of ; and all treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the authority of the United States, shall be 
the supreme law of the land ; and the judges in 
every state shall be bound thereby, anything in 
the constitution or laws of any state to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

3. The senators and representatives before 
mentioned, atid the members of the several state 
legislatures, and all executive and judicial offi- 
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esrs, both of the Uniled 8tiit€s and of the sei^era] 
states^ shall be bovind by nath or ufTirmaUon, to 
support this GoiisiitvJtLon : hut tto religious beat 
shwU ever he rc^fiuiri^rl an a. qiiu]ifii;aiUHi in tmy 
office or pubUr. trust under iJie Uniled States, 

ARTICLE VIL 

Ratification » 

1. The ratification of the conTentions of nine 

i»tntes, shall be sufficient for the cstu.bli&hiacnt of 

this constitution between the states eo ra-tifyin^ 

the same. 

Done in conventwHf by th^ unanir}\ou6 consent of thi 
staies preBcni, ike fcvtnttcnih da-u of Sirptembtr^ in the 
year of our Lord one Ikoiisand seven hundred and 
ti^hty sez'en., and of tf}^ independence of the Untied 
^iaies {f Afn^^ica, the twelfth. In v^ihicss vkcreqf, 
we have hercunio subacribed our names. 

GEO, WASHINGTON, 
Prc-^idenl tuid Deputy from Virginia. 



]^em Hampshire, 
John Lansfdon, 
Nicholas Oilman. 

Mmsachu setts. 
Natbanie] Gorham, 
Rufus King. 

ConnecHmt, 



Pennstjlrtmiit. 
Benjamin Fmtiklinj 
Thomas MiMin, 
Robert MorriSj 
Georj^e Clymer, 
Thamaa FitzsimonSj 
Jared. In^ersollj 



William Samuel ,Iuhnson, James WilKOti^ 



Roger SherEnnn. 

Alexander Hamilton. 

iWrt' Jtrseij. 
William LivitigsLon, 
PfLvid Brenriy, 
William pEiiieri«m, 
Jonathan Davton. 



Goavemenr Morris, 

DdoTraft- 
George Reed, 
Gunning Bedford, JUH 
John Dickinson I 
Richard Bassettj 
Jacob Broom. 
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I Maryland. Hugh Williamson. 

a James M' Henry, South Carolina. 

Daniel of St. Tho. Jenifer, John Rutledge, 



Charles C. Pinckney, 
Charles Pinckney, 
Pierce Butler, 

Georgia* 
"William Few, 
Abraham Baldwin. 



Daniel Carroll. 

Virginia. 
John Blair, 
James Madison, jun. 
North Carolina. 
William Blount, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

Attest : WILLIAM JACKSON, Sec. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Articles in addition to, and amendment of, the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, proposed by 
Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the sctc- 
ral States, pursuant to the fiflh article of the original 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 
Religion. Press. Speech. Right of Petition. 
Congress shall make no new law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press ; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the government for a re- 
dress of grievances. 

ARTICLE II. 
Right to bear Arms. 
A well-regulated militia being necessary to the se- 
curity of a free state, the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 
ARTICLE III. 
No Soldier to be billeted. 
No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner, nor iir. 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law; 
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ARTICLE IV. 
Unreasonable Searches prohibited. 
The right of the people to be secure in their per ^ 

sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasona^ • ^ 
ble searches and seizures, shall not be violated ; and '] 

no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, J 

supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly ] 
describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

Proceeding in Crinuiial Cases. Person and Property 

sacred. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment 
or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising 
in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in 
actual service, in time of war or public danger ; nor 
shall any person be subject, for the same offence, to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be j 

compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against I 

himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, \ 
without due process of law ; nor shall private property J 

be taken for public use without just compensation. * , 

ARTICLE VI. 1 

Mode of Trial in Criminal Cases. \ 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall en- 
joy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an im- 
partial jury of the state and district wherein the crime 
sliall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law; and to be in- 
formed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to 
oe confronted with the witnesses against him ; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his fa- 
vor ; and to have the assistance of counsel for his 

*''"'""^- ARTICLE VII. 

Mode of Trial in Civil Cases. 
In ariits at commoa law. where the value in con 
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trove rsy shall exnecd twenty doliars, the right of 
trial by jury shall be preserved ; ami no fact tried by 
a jary shall be otherwise re-eKumtned in any court 
of the United States, than according lo the rules of 
the common law. 

ARTICLE yni. 

Bail. Fine. Piniishm«nts, 
Excessive bail !ihall not be required, nor excessive 
fines iniposedf nor cruel and unusual punishments 
IniLicted, 

AlinCLE IX. 
Rights, 
The CTumeranon in the constitmion of certain 
rights sha-ll not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 
Powers resijrved to the People. 
The powers not delegated lo the United Slates by 
the constituiionj nor prahibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively or to the people. 
ARTICLE XL 
Limitation of Judicial Power- 
The jndiclal pawer of the United States shall not 
be coTistrued to es tend to any suit in law or equity 
commenc^ed or prosecuted against one of the United 
States, by citizens of another stntej or by citizens or 
subjects of Einy foreign state. 

ARTICLE XIL 
Manner of elcciing President and Vice-President. 
L The electors shall meet in their respective States, 
and vote by ballot for president and vice-president, 
one of whom at least, shall not be an inhabitant of 
the same slate with themselves ; they shall name in 
their ballots the person voted for as president, and in 
distinct ballots the person voted for as vice-president; • 
and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted 
for as president, and of all persons voted for as vice- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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president, and of the number of votes for each ; which 
lists the7 shall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed, 
to the seat of the government of the United States, di- 
rected to the president of the senate ; the president of 
the senate shall, in presence of the senate and house 
of representatives, open all the certificates, and the 
votes shall then be counted ; the person having the 
greatest number of votes for president shall be the 
president, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed ; and if no person have 
such majorit)'^, then, from the persons having the 
highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of 
those voted for as president, the house of representa- 
tives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the presi- 
dent. But, in choosing the president, the votes shall 
be taken by states, the representation from each state 
having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members of two thirds of the 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be neces- 
sary to a choice. And if the house of representatives 
shall not choose a president whenever the right of 
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day 
of March next following, then the vice-president shall 
act as president, as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the president. 

2 The person having the greatest number of votes 
as vice-presi« ent shall be the vice-president, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of elec- 
tors appointed j and if no person have a majority, 
then, from the two highest numbers on the list, the 
senate shall choose the vice-president ; a quorum for 
the purpose shall consist of two thirds ci' the whole 
number of senators, and a majority of the whole 
number shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally inelegible to the 
office of president, shall be eligible to that of vic^ 
president of the United States. 
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Tean 

I.George Washington, of Va., from 1789 to 1797, 8 

2. John Adams, " Mass., " 1797 " 1801, 4 

3. Thomas Jeiferson, " Va., " 1801" 1809, 8 

4. James Madison, " Va., " 1809" 1817, 8 
6 James Monroe, " Va., " 1817 " 1825, 8 
e.John Q.Adams, " Mass., " 1825" 1829, 4 
7. Andrew Jackson " Tenn., *' 1829" 1837, 8 
S.Martin Van Buren, " N. Y., " 1837 " 1841, 4 
e.Williamll. Harrison," Ohio, " 1841. Died April, 

4, 1841, and was succeeded by Vice President 
John Tyler, of Va., from 1841 to 1845, 4 

lO.JamesK. Polk, " Tenn., " 1845" 1849, 4 

11. Zachary Taylor, "La., " 1849. Died July 

9, 1850, and was succeeded by Vice President 
Millard Fillmore, of N. Y., to 1853, 4 

12. Eranklin Pierce, of N. H., from 1853 

Reckoning to 1857, the free states h&ve the officel8 years, 
8 months and 25 days, — salaries $468,402, — while the 
glave states have the office 49 years, 3 months and 5 days, 
— salaries $1,231,597. And this is about the average 
amount of office and money bestowed on the North, with 
13,400,000 freemen, and the South with 6,400,000 free- 
men, in the other principal departments. 



South Carolina has 6 representatives in Congress, 
while New Hampshire, with a free population greater by 
34,000 has only 3 ; and Virginia has 13, while Massa- 
chusetts, with a free population greater by 45,000, has 
only 11 ; and Mississippi has 5, while Wisconsin, with 
about 10,000 greater free population, has only 3. 

The slave states, on the same basis of representation ai 
the free, are entitled to only 65 representatives in Con- 
ipress ; yet they have 90 ; i. e. 25 extra. 
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Frkb States. 

Maine, 

New llampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

Now York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Michigan, 

Wisconsin, 

Iowa, 

California, 



Sq. Milks. 

31,766 

9,280 

10,212 

7,800 

1,300 

4,674 

46,000 

8,320 

46,000 

40,000 

33,800 

55,400 

66,243 

63,924 

50,900 

155,980 



Census 

583 

317 

314 

994 

14 

370 

3,097 

489 

2,311 

1,980 

988, 

851 

397, 

305, 

192, 

92, 



OK 1850. 

,169 

,976 

120 
,514^ 

545 

792 
,394 
,555 
,785 
,329 

416 

470 
,654 
,391 
,214 

597 





611,599 


13,434,921 


Slavb Statbs. 






Delaware, 


2,120 


91,532 


Maryland, 


11,124 


683,034 


Virginia, 


61,352 


1,421,661 


North Carolina, 


50,700 


869,039 


South Carolina, 


30,000 


668,507 


(jieorgia. 


68,000 


906,185 


Florida, 


69,300 


87,445 


Alabama, 


60,700 


771,623 


Mississippi, 


47,200 


606,526 


Tennessee, 


45,600 


1,002,717 


Kentucky, 


38,000 


982,405 


Missouri, 


67,400 


682,044 


Arkansas, 


52,200 


209,897 


Louisiana, 


43,000 


617,162 


Texas, 


325,500 


212,592 



Noov 
Kbps. 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

33 

6 

25 

21 

11 

4 

3 

2 

_2 

144 



1 

6 

13 

8 
C 
8 
1 
7 
5 
10 
10 
7 
2 
4 
2 



942,196 



9,612,369 of these 90 
3,204,313 are slaves. 144 
6,408,056 fri-e. 234 
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Sq. Milks. 


Census of 1860. 


Kansas, 


124,800 ^ 




Indian,8.ofKa.j 


71,000 C 


170,000, Indians. 


Nebraska, 


335,800 5 




Minnesota, 


160,000 


6,077 


Washington, 


123,000 > 
185,000 <; 


12,093 


Oregon, 


Utah, 


269,200 


11,380 


New Mexico, 


210,000 


61,547 


Mesilla, 


78,000 


10,000, mostly Indiana 


Columbia dist.. 


60 


61,687 . ^. 




1,562,860 


-rj^^Jindiansnot 
M^>i^^i reckoned. 


Total, 


3,116,655 


23,190,074 



N. B. The above shows that the free states (not inolud 
ing California, whose political power is ever on the sid 
of slavery), having a population of 13,432,324, have onl; 
455,619 square miles ; while the slave states, having i 
free population of about 6,400,000, have 942,196 squar 
miles This gives in the free states 29i, and in the slav 
states about 6^^, free persons to the square mile. 



A great reason why the slave-holders are so tenaciou 
of slavery, is, that it gives them great political powei 
and enables them, by the aid of their allies, to centre 
the north, and to use the purse and sword of the natioi 
for their own purposes ; that is, to make war for acquii 
ing territ(»ry still more to extend slavery and inoreas 
their own power. To show their unequal power, take 
representative district in South Carolliia, having a fre 
population of 5,800 of whom 500, are slaveholders, havin 
each 300 slaves and 5 members of their own families 
making 150,000, and 3,000 whites, equal to 153,000 ; an 
2,800 non-slave-holders, of whom 400 are voters. Of th 
600 slave-holders, 200 are women and minors, and 30 
are voters, making in the district 700 voters mho elect 
representative to Congress, and wield as mucn power i 
national matters as a district in New England havin 
93,423 people, and 14,000 voters. So 700 South Carolin 
▼oters equal 14,000 New England voters ; that is, 
equals 20. 
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BXIGGBSTrOBIS. 

l^L A thoroug'h kuowLedi^e of the ConstitutioD is im 
portant to e\rerj citi/^D^ U'ithout ii^ uu one caQ wisalj 
fiboose monduly tittud for officcn, 

2d, OotnmoD aiett are cHjiiiij>EiHiat to understand tbe flon- 
diibubion. The J ^' ordained aud eetabLi^ht^d " it ; and 
surely tium^ou men ai^ tibk to know what thvy meajut 
in uU it$ [jarta. 

Sd. Th&y mmnt juit whui ik^j tmd ) no moro^ no lefie. 

4th. Tlicy weru coosj^t^nt^ Aftur plainly dcolaring 
their purpodea aa to *^ nnitm," " juatic^;,'' " the g^iierat 
wiilfaTo/^ Eind ^' tbe blesgiiinrd of liberty to oursblvea and 
Dur poatcrity," tliey did cotiiin}^ contrary to theso end& 
So Do part louat be so conatruud oj^ to oonfliot with tbeeo 
<?iidp* 

ijth. The constitution boing the basi^ of national law^ 
ita toTxna musi be takeq in the aonso u»iia] in Othf^r Logfd 
inatrnmonts, Tbuflj in Art. I., Seo. 2., IT 3j the term 
*' frco '^ i^ to be taken iii its ]>oiitical eeuso ; that i3> m- 
dowtd wiYA /r«fRc/itj« ; and notj aa it oflt«rii means, uure- 
itr^iued. Uuing asod hero as in other politioal papers, 
it dietinguiaho» oiti^ens from foreij^nora or alionsH. Thu4f 
■ citi^n b ooimtod aa one, but an alien aa ihrnt^fifihx 
of on^. 

So the phra&es, " held to sorvico," — ArL 4, Seo. 2, 
U a J and *' bound to flerTiee," — Art. Ij Sec, 2> IT 3, ar« 
legal phrases, and uaed in the same «en^e t^ in iloedn, 
both naeaning the sftTpe, and are applied tu tho very 
same persons^ nniqelyj those '* bound'' and "heJd"by 
0(>iitmet signed by themselves or their legal guardians, 
frnd stating; the connid^ation and Uttie ; that i^, ih^ term 
of year* for which they are thus ^' bound " and ** hold ; * 
and thes& phraaea cannot be sppliod to others without 
■nanifoat wrong, as if ell as outrago^ to the laws of lan- 
guage and the rules of law. The " bound to Service " 
were the ^me as the *^ bold to service,'^ aud were nil fros 
por^nijj as indented apprentioes, indebted ecrva^U^ ro" 
damp tie Eicrs, and others bound by contraet, notslaveSj who 
are nob '* bound" at all, but ktpt a» prrfperttf, and in tiie 
wordii af Boutb Oattrlinft, ^^ deemed chattels personal to sm 
tutenta iiad purposcfi*^' 
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